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rest satisfied with the discovery, and with-
out further investigation consider the para-
lysis attributable to it alone, white, in rea-
lity, it was induced by the tubercle in the
opposite corpus striatum ; in fact, he con-
cluded, where such a multitude of cases was
collected in support of any opinion, he should
be very sceptical of his own observation,
when it would lead him to an opposite
belief.

Thursday, December 24.

.PERIOSTITIS ; DISEASE OF THE HEART;
SYPHILIS; MERCURIAL DISEASE.

DR. ALISON. One patient only had been
taken in since the preceding lecture; W.
6 rindison, a labourer, aged 38 ; his case
Dr. Alison considered instructive in differ-
ent points of view. This man laboured
under two distinct diseases, perhaps of ac.
cidental combination ; he complained of se.
vere pain of the lower limbs during the

night, which partly depended on old inflam-
mation of the periosteum on both tibiae, and
the anclea were also painful. Of late, too,
he had suffered considerable inconvenience
from palpitations, and there was certain
evidence of organic disease of the heart. He
positively denies ever having been affected ,,

with syphilis, of the truth of which asser-
tion there might be some doubt, if any rea-
son could be assigned for the denial under
his present circumstances. He says that, I
six years since, he was placed on the use of
mercury for the cure of a scaly eruption
(probably lepra or psoriasis), and distinctly
asserts that no venereal symptoms had pre-
ceded this eruption. Soon after the mer-

cury was discontinued, he became affected
-with pains of a similar character to those
under which he labours at present; these
received temporary relief from sarsaparilla
and other diaphoretics, and have since been
-readily brought on again by exposure to cold
or over-exertion. The palpitations lie had
- been subject to for three years, but they
had never been distressing, nor ever inter-
fered with his laborious occupations ; they
were principally excited by emotion or
sudden starts; but since the recent aggra-
vation of the pains, the heart’s action has
become unusually inordinate, producing
considerable anxiety; his sleep is also dis-
turbed by starting and unpleasant dreams ;
he has been treated since admission with
sarsaparilla, leeches to the ancles, and the
warm-bath ; he has also been once bled on
’account of the palpitations ; if he can be re-
lieved without resorting to mercury, Dr.
Alison would be more confident Gf perma-
Jlent benefit to the affection of the limhs ; but
the co-existeuce of the heart disease ren-
dered the probable event extremely unfa-
vourable ; of organic disease, and enlarge-

ment of the heart, there could be no doubt,
it being rendered evident by the increased
action of the subclavian arteries; the eleva.
tion of the chest, during the heart’s systde,
being greater than usual, and the apex put-
sating below the sixth rib. It is probable
this disease is connected with the pains, as
the patient asserts that he first felt the pal.
pitations on an occasion when the pains
were unusually severe. He considered the
principal seat of the disease here, to be the
inner lining of the aorta, and aortal valves;
perhaps lymph might also be effused on the
external surface of the heart; his reasons
for coming to this conclusion principally
were, the absence of any particular dulness
on percussion over the region of the heart,
and the increased pulsation of the subclavian
arteries. There was, no doubt, but that peri-
card itis was the usual consequence of the me-
tastosis or translation of rheumatism to the
heart, on account of the fibrous nature of the
membrane; but sometimes the internal parts
alone are affected. Dr. Davis, in his work
on Carditis, relates a case of this descrip.
tion. Dr. Alison himself had seen more

than one of the same kind. What was most

singular, in this case, was the little disturb.
anee produced by the heart’s enlargement; so
little, indeed, that the patient pursued his
laborious occupations without inconveni.
ence, though, at the same time, subject to

palpitation, or emotion, or starts. Pecuh-
arities of this kind are sometimes not eahily
explained, but generally they are refernbla
to either of two causes. In the first place,
among old people, the quantity of blood M
less than it once waa, and therefore less un.
easiness is produced. He had known cases
of old people, who, several years before, had
the most decided disease of this organ; so
much so, as to have caused dropsical efu-
sion, in whom the symptoms had declined
in proportion as they advanced in years;
secondly, some of the severe symptoms oc.
curring in heart disease, such as dyspn&oelig;a,
often arise only from chronic bronclmin or
catarrh, to which the heart affection acts as
the predisponent cause, and whIch seem to
require an exciting cause, such as cold, in-
temperance, or the like, to induce their
troublesome effects. Such diseases are by
no means essentially connt-cted with orgamc
changes in the heart ; in fact, the only bad
symptoms, refenible to the disease of lbe

organ itself, are the palpitations depending
on the interrupted transmission of blood,
and now and then angina pectoris, which as
often occurs without any appreciable struc-
tural alteration. These symptoms also&mdash;

namely, the palpitations and anxiety&mdash;vary
in different cases, generally iu proporu-n
to the amount of the obstruction. In Matt
cases, there is no permanent dyspnoca what-
ever ; and he had. knowniDSt.ances in which
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even ciolent h&aelig;moptysis had occurred.
without any considerable distress ; yet,
every thing considered, it was singular

should be so little suffering in this
man, particularly during the employment
which he was compelled to follow.
As to his other complaints, if his state-
 can be relied on, they afford an ex-

example of the periostitis which is
occasionally to follow the employment

:: mercury. It is a matter, Dr. Alison said,
of great discussion, whether mercury can be
regarded as a cause of certain ulcers, local
enlargements, and eruptions, resembling
 produced by syphilis. Our first object
in deciding such a question, should be to

aerrtain whether any symptoms which

mercury is known to produce, resemble
tihse created by syphilis, or not ; Mr. Ma-
thias, in his account of mercurial disease,
does rot express himself very decidedly on
this point; he speaks of many cases oi’syphi-
lis, aggravated by the use of mercury, and
adduces two cases in which symptoms re-
sembling the sequelae of syphilis, are attri-
buted to the use of mercury alone, but these
two examples Dr. Alison considered by no
means free from suspicion. One strong ar-
gument against a true mercurial disease, is
the ascertained fact, that persons who take
large quantities of the remedy in tropical
climates, are not known to be affected with
similar bad consequences. However, this
endence was by no means an unequivocal
ugumeut, as in all cases of the reputed
mercurial disease, it is necessary that the
exciting cause of cold should be applied.
Ur. Alison believed that mercury attended
by exposure to cold, could induce porios-
trtis, independently of any syphilitic affec-
tion. Of this he had many decided and
incontrovertible cases; one in particular he
would adduce. Some years ago he attended
a little girl for apparent pericarditis, and
under the influence of calomel and opium,
she recovered beyond expectation ; when all
the thoracic symptoms had disappeared, and
the soreness of the mouth produced by the
mercury had been removed, he discontinu-
ed seeing her, but in a few days she was
’gam brought to the dispensary by her
noluer, with nodes on the tibia, she having
in the interval been exposed to cold. The

were relieved by leeches and blisters,
but for years afterwards the tibiae continued
irregular. In this case there was not the
least probability of the existence of syphilis.
H- outibted much whether, on the other
hand, cutuneous eruptions resembling those
occurring in syplirlis, or ulcerations, were
Her produced by mercury, in sound consti
, the only cutaneous eruption which i1
is known to excite, viz. that termed by Bate.
ran the eczema mercuriale, being ver3
different from any cutaneous syphilitic dis-

ease, and attended with general symptom$
of very different character ; he doubted
much whether in sound constitutions, caries
ever resulted from mercury, but in scrophu-
lous persons, caries, pains, and ulcerations,
often arose, not to be distinguished from
syphilis ; and in scrophulous children, inde-
pendently either of mercury or syphilis, he
had met with excavated ulcers, and several
similar affections, all of which are both ex-
cited and aggravated by mercury. lIe had
no doubt, further, that affections at first sy-
philitic became, subsequently, altogether
scrophulous, and that in this manner pains
in the joints, inflammation of the eyes, and
the like, though benefited for a time by
mercury, were often re-excited by its repeat-
ed employment. On the whole, however,
Dr. Alison was of opinion that Mr. Mathias
had failed in his attempt to establish satis-

factorily the existence of a new mercurial
disease resembling syphilis. Practically
considered, be continued, if we believe
that affections primarily syphilitic, do in
their progress assume a scrophulous dis-

position, it will not appear surprising that

mercury should first remove, and afterwards
excite or aggravate, such disease. In this
case he would abstain from its use, and trust
the issue to sarsaparilla and diaphoretics,
from which, as far as the pains were con-
cerned, he expected considerable benefit,
but as to the final event of the case, the
heart disease almost precluded a desirable
termination.

PLEURO-PNEUMONIA.

Dr. Alison then proceeded to consider the
cases of Scales and Aitkin, two men affected
with very nearly the same symptoms of in-

flammation of the pleura and substance of
the lung, which the French termed pleuro-

pneumonia. Both patients had urgent febrile
symptoms, dyspnoea, pain in the right side
on inspiration, much cough and pneumonic
expectoration. Percussion was dull over

the affected side, and respiratory murmur
inaudible in the same situation. Both had
5been admitted in an advanced stage of the
r disease, neither of them had been bled ; con-
siderable debility was present; in both effu-
sion had evidently taken place. In such
, cases the prognosis was extremely uufavour-
1 able, and the practice as difficult; it was
difficult to say how far evacuations were
admissible, how far stimuli were safe ; with
r respect to the latter, however, it seems ob-
vious no recovery could take place without as-
esistido the powers of the constitution, during

the process of absorption of the effused mat-
tter. In the case of Aitkin, though the state
- of the pulse and expectoration at first forbade
y general bleeding, yet leeches were applied to

- the chest, and subsequently, when he had ral-
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lied a little, two small bleedings were practis-
ed. In both the tart. emetic solution was
given to the extent of eight or nine grains of
the tart. emet. during the day. In both pa-
tients gradual improvement had taken place.

In these cases there were two questions
of importance to be considered. First ; -,
was a portion of the lung really hepatized
for a time, and subsequently rendered per-
vious to the air ; and secondly, how far the
improvement which took place was ascrib-
able to the tart. emetic solution. Laennec

says the true hepatization can be re-absorb-
ed, but he, Dr. Alison, thought this by no
means a decided fact; it repeatedly hap.
pens in cases of chronic lung affections, in
which an acute inflammatory attack had
once occurred, that on dissection the true

hepatization is found ; he had often met
with this in children, and in persons who
had laboured under hydrothorax, and in
whom no recent symptoms had occurred
which could account for the hepatization.
On this account he doubted whether the
true grey hepatization could be re-absorbed,
but in cases where no extravasation had
taken place, and in which there was only a
condensation of blood within the coats of
the vessels, it was certain the function of
the parts might be restored, absorption too
might take place in cases of pulmonary apo-
plexy, where a single vessel had been rup-
tured. As to the effects of the tart. emetic
solution, he believed that in cases like the

present, in which at a certain time venesec-
tion was inadmissible. it was a valuable sub-
stitute for it, and decidedly possessed a se-
dative power, independently of any nausea-
ting effects, but he could not say how far
it might influence the process of absorption.
Aitkiu’s case was interesting in this respect;
for the last ten days he had taken no tart.
emetic, yet he had rapidly improved; this
is important, for had we been using anti-

mony all this time, said Dr. Alison, or had
we been employing mercury, blisters, or
the like, we should he apt to ascribe the
improvement to the remedy altogether,
whatever it might have been ; but this case
shows how mistaken we should b’e, and it
gives us a useful lesson, not to allow our ob-
servations on an insulated occurrence, to run

away with our ideas ; from such a mistake a
double evil might arise; in the first place, it
might induce us to rely too much on the
remedy, to the exclusion of more appropriate
measures ; or secondly, from our excessive
faith in its powers, we might think it unne-
cessary to urge it, in the teeth of contra-

indicating symptoms.
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MR. LISTON.

MR. LISTON would have been more than
ordinarily insensible to those instinctive ad-
3morjitioiis of temperament, which are sup.
, posed to guide men in the choice of their

p pursuits, had he taken up any other branch
of the medical profession than that in winch
. he so supereminently excels. Operative
t surgery, the department of the science

which he principally professes, has rarely,
indeed, included among its votaries an indi-
vidual exhibiting more obvious constitu-

tional qualifications for the discharge of its
painful and laborious duties. He has brought

to its practice a breadth of shoulder, mus-
cularity of arm, and a merciful indifference

to the tortures of the knife, seldom, if ever,
 ,equalled by the coolest and most corpulent

cultivators of that sanguinary art. HisAttiB-
tean frame, formed on the most approved
model of athletic perfection, would turn the
scale against something like fourteen stones;
and were sensibility ranked among the
" ponderables" (which we trust it will be in
the next edition of Turner on the authority
of Coomb), there can be little doubt that
Mr. Liston’s share of that metaphysical
quality of the mind, so fatal to the success of
other operators, would surpass in solidity
the densest of the metals. It is impossible
to witness the potent grasp with which he
controls the circulation, and steadies the
nervous oscillations of a devoted member,
without pity for the inventor and employers
of the tourniquet ; or to observe the apathetic
presence of mind with which he siitveys
scenes which usually sicken the heart and

palsy the arm, without regretting the ab-
sence of similar fortitude in the majority of
those who wield the scalpel ; or, in short,
to behold the ease and confidence with
which he runs almost unassisted through the
details of operation, without renewed admi-
ration of the moral and manual capabilittea
of this Briareus of Scottish surgery. Though
Mr. Liston’s physiognomy presents what
might be considered a fine blank, or negative
illustration, of the theories of Spurzheim, it
would of course be as absurd to look for the
manifestations of his peculiar talents in that
region, as it would, in other instances, to

search for the indications of intellectual cha-
racter in the deltoid or in the trapezius mus-
cle. His brains are obviously not contained in
his cranium, but, by original conformation,


